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letter to the editor

SCOTT EQUIPMENT
SPECIALTY RENTAL DIVISION

ScottCompanies.com

CALL SCOTT TODAY 

985-272-1046

Scott has created a Specialty Rental Division to cater to the unique and complex 
equipment needs of our partners in the RoW, Waste Management, Site Preparation 
and Disaster Relief industries. 

Can’t find the right specialty equipment?  Call Scott and let’s get the job done together! 

The Jan/Feb 2022 issue of Right of Way Magazine included one of the 
most enjoyable and insightful articles I’ve ever read in our magazine. 
The article, “Cultural Heritage” takes a very challenging issue and adds 
an important perspective that I’ve never seen explained so clearly for 
agents and project teams who need this level of understanding to help 
ensure successful project outcomes in today’s working environment. All 
one needs to do to confirm this is to review the increasingly long list of 
projects that have suffered or failed for lack of this level of understanding.

I always read and enjoy the articles in our magazine and know that we’re 
definitely fortunate to have such a first-rate publication with so many 
helpful articles for our members. The quality writing in this article not 
only adds to our knowledge and understanding, but also serves to help 
validate the value of IRWA membership. 

It’s obvious that the author’s understanding comes — not just from academic knowledge, but also from years of thoughtfully engaging 
the issues ‘on the frontlines’ of project work. IRWA, RSI EnTech and her customers are all fortunate to have her on their team and be so 
willingly sharing her insights.  

And lastly, thanks to both you and the author for further raising the bar on the quality of magazine.

Glenn Winfree, SR/WA
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Linking time with the land

BY LESLEY CUSICK

In our desire as planners, engineers and developers to be precise and measured, we 
may be missing the objective of context and comprehensiveness in our due diligence 
processes, especially where project impacts are concerned. Fully identifying and 
understanding impacts is essential to the ability to explain those impacts to others, 
often including our own team members, but especially to the public. We may be 
challenged by how we categorize and integrate project impacts into projects; our 
thinking may be too limited. The limitations are sourced in long-standing practices 
and processes, metrics (what and how we measure and how it’s weighted) and time. 
It is our understanding of time — or misunderstanding of it — and the value placed 
on it, that can have the most impact on infrastructure development. Time involves 
history and culture.

CULTURAL Casting the Due Diligence Net for Time

There is an aspect of diligence and planning that extends beyond 
what we can see or measure, and that is the element of time. This 
isn’t the difference between Chronos and Kairos time — a schedule 
vs. when the “time is right” for a community meeting. Rather, it 
is the concept of time as an envelope — a space that extends both 
above and beyond the surface of the ground. That space is occupied 
by history. This concept of time is more familiar to anthropologists 
than planners and engineers. It is extremely familiar to indigenous 
populations. If your project will involve land that is or was occupied 
by indigenous populations, recognizing that land through the 
lenses of both space and time can be the difference between project 
progress, costly delay or even cancelation.

“Due diligence” casts a wide but rather shallow net, most often 
focused on environmental elements of the land, along with realty, 
title and other information necessary for infrastructure development. 
The Nov/Dec 2020 issue of Right of Way Magazine included an 
article (“Due Diligence, New Diligence — it’s time for Community 
Due Diligence”) noting the need to broaden the scope of due 
diligence to include the voices of the communities that may be 

affected by projects. As we are witnessing now and what has 
been written about in many Social Ecology columns in Right of 
Way Magazine, public voices are increasing in number, intensity, 
and effectiveness in bringing challenges to projects, including 
cancelation. The most persistent challenges are those that can 
be categorized by opponents as harmful to their present quality 
of life, lifeways, and traditions. Opposition that affects these 
factors is certain to be amplified, especially now. The opposition 
may be occurring today, but the roots of it may go back a dozen 
generations.

Traditional due diligence methods of seeking to learn more 
about a project location’s history are constrained by the research 
methods themselves and the arc of time being studied. For 
example, if the research begins and ends with a search of the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or a state historic 
sites registry, and nothing was identified, it doesn’t mean 
that there are no historic properties. There may be historic 
properties that are not eligible for the NRHP or have not been 
found because the area hasn’t been archaeologically surveyed; 
historians may have evaluated the built environment, but the 
subsurface may be unstudied. An “unexpected discovery” 
could be found during ground-disturbing activities. The 
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